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President Trump heads to the Senate Republican Policy Committee lunch with Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.), left, and Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.). Trump was at the Capitol to help sway key lawmakers to support the tax bill. 


Tax bill advances 
in Senate as skeptics 
signal their support 


COMMITTEE VOTES TO SEND PLAN TO FLOOR 


At Capitol, Trump tries to persuade holdouts 


BY MIKE DEBONISs, 
ERICA WERNER 
AND DAMIAN PALETTA 


The Republican push to rewrite 
the tax code gained momentum 
Tuesday after a Senate panel ad- 
vanced the measure and several 
wavering lawmakers signaled that 
they are leaning toward backing 
the bill. 

Republicans on the Senate 
Budget Committee unanimously 
voted to send the party’s tax pack- 
age to the Senate floor, setting up a 
final vote as soon as this week. The 
measure moved forward when 
two GOP senators on the commit- 
tee who had threatened opposi- 
tion, Sens. Bob Corker (Tenn.) and 
Ron Johnson (Wis.), instead sup- 
ported the legislation. 

Corker said he had reached an 
agreement with GOP leaders that 
would limit the tax plan’s impact 


on the debt. Johnson, who has 
repeatedly threatened to vote 
against the bill because he says it 
favors corporations over other 
businesses, said he continued to 
have concerns but voted to “make 
sure this process moves forward.” 

While the bill now heads to the 
Senate floor, it remains unclear 
whether Republicans have the 50 
votes they need for final approval. 
GOP leaders still have to corral 
several on-the-fence members of 
their caucus, who have different 
and contradictory demands. 

But getting the legislation to the 
floor represents a significant vic- 
tory for President Trump and Re- 
publican leaders, who are trying 

TAXES CONTINUED ON A6 


The anger of a GOP holdout 
Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) feels 
little loyalty to leaders pushing the 
tax-code overhaul. A6 


Libyan found 
guilty in 2012 
attacks in 
Benghazi 


Abu Khattala convicted 
of terrorism charges but 
not 4 Americans’ deaths 


BY SPENCER S. Hsu 
AND ANN E. MARIMOW 


A Libyan militant accused of 
being a ringleader of the deadly 
2012 attacks on U.S. facilities in 
Benghazi was convicted on terror- 
ism charges Tuesday. But the jury 
declined to find him directly re- 
sponsible for the deaths of U.S. 
Ambassador J. Christopher Ste- 
vens and three other Americans. 

The case was seen as a test of 
detention and interrogation pol- 
icies developed under the Obama 
administration to capture terror- 
ism suspects overseas for criminal 
trial, with the outcome likely to 
figure into decisions about wheth- 
er to use civilian courts for similar 
prosecutions. 

Jurors in Washington deliber- 
ated for five days after a seven- 
week trial. They convicted Ahmed 
Abu Khattala, 46, in the attack 
carried out on the night of Sept. 11 
at a U.S. diplomatic mission, 
where Stevens and State Depart- 
ment employee Sean Smith died 
as a result ofa fire, and in a second 
attack before dawn Sept. 12 on a 
nearby CIA annex, where agency 
contractors Tyrone S. Woods and 
Glen Doherty were killed in a mor- 
tar strike. 

The jury acquitted Abu Khatta- 
la of all but four of 18 charges, 
finding him not guilty of the most 
serious ones, including murder. 
Abu Khattala becomes the first 
person convicted in the attacks, 
but the mixed verdict shows the 
challenge of investigating and 
bringing such cases. 

VERDICT CONTINUED ON All 


Missile launch appears to put D.C. in range 


North Korea’s latest 
ICBM effort extends 
reach, experts say 


BY ANNA FIFIELD 


TOKYO — North Korea claimed 
the entire United States mainland 
was within reach after “successful- 
ly” testing a new kind of intercon- 
tinental ballistic missile, which it 
called the Hwasong-15, and said 
could carry a “super large heavy 
warhead.” 

While Pyongyang is prone to 
exaggeration, its boast of having 
all of the United States in range is 
in line with experts’ calculations 
that the missile launched Wednes- 
day, which flew 10 times higher 
than the International Space Sta- 
tion, could theoretically reach 


North Korea’s ICBM tests 


North Korea fires its test missiles nearly straight up. On normal, lower 
missile trajectories, they would have traveled much farther. 
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Washington, D.C. 

“With this system, we can load 
the heaviest warhead and strike 
anywhere in the mainland United 
States,’ North Korea’s most fa- 
mous newsreader, Ri Chun Hee, 
said in a special live broadcast on 
state television. “This missile is far 
more technologically advanced 


than July’s Hwasong-14. This signi- 
fies that our rocket development 
process has been completed.” 

Kim Jong Un, the North Korean 
leader, had personally authorized 
the launch, Ri said, a photo of Kim 
at his desk and the handwritten 
order appearing on the screen. 

Wednesday’s launch, the first in 


more than two months, is a clear 
sign that the North Korean leader 
is pressing ahead with his nation’s 
stated goal of being able to strike 
the United States’ mainland and is 
not caving in to the Trump admin- 
istration’s strategy of applying 
“maximum pressure.” 

The missile logged a longer 
flight time than any of its pred- 
ecessors and went farther into the 
atmosphere than ever before, 
reaching a height of 2,800 miles. 
The International Space Station, 
by comparison, is 240 miles above 
the Earth. 

President Trump, together with 
his counterparts in South Korea 
and Japan and the U.N. secretary 
general, condemned the latest 
launch. “We will take care of it,” he 
told reporters at the White House, 
calling it a “situation we will han- 
dle.” 

He later tweeted that Demo- 

MISSILE CONTINUED ON A12 


Some forms of contraception are impossible to find while others are prohibitively expensive 


In recession-hit Venezuela, even sex is in crisis 


BY MARIANA ZUNIGA 
AND ANTHONY FAIOLA 


CARACAS, VENEZUELA — Yorlenis 
Gutierrez, a 28-year-old mother, 
spent months vainly scouring 
pharmacies for a drug whose scar- 
city is complicating her sex life 
and those of countless other Vene- 
zuelans. In a country beset by 
shortages, this is one of the most 
difficult: the disappearance of 
contraceptives. 

When she couldn’t renew her 
supply of birth-control pills, Guti- 
errez and her husband made a 
choice. Long-term abstinence was 
not an option, they agreed. 

They tried to be careful, but 
soon she was pregnant with her 
second child. 

“We barely eat three times a day 
now,’ said a distraught Gutierrez, 


MANU QUINTERO FOR THE WASHINGTON POST 


Yusdelis, who did not share her last name, stands outside her home 
in Los Teques, Venezuela, late last month. The 19-year-old said she 
became pregnant because of a lack of access to contraception. 


a former hair washer in a beauty 
salon who lost her job because of 
the economic crisis. “I don’t know 
how were going to feed another 
mouth.” 

In Venezuela, a collapse in oil 
prices, along with nearly two dec- 
ades of socialist policies, has 
sparked a severe recession and 
one ofthe world’s highest inflation 
rates. People often wait hours in 
line to buy bread. Prices for staples 
jump almost by the day. Medical 
shortages range from antibiotics 
to cancer drugs. 

But the shortage of contracep- 
tives has put Venezuelans in a 
particularly bleak quandary: 
Have sex — or don’t? 

For the most part they are, 
sometimes with dire conse- 
quences. 

VENEZUELA CONTINUED ON A13 


Schumer and 
Trump share 
the schmooze. 
Is it enough? 


The New Yorkers speak 
the same language, but 
that alone won’t cut deals 


BY MARC FISHER 


Donald Trump always had a 
soft spot for his fellow outer- 
borough kid who made it big. He 
recalls giving Chuck Schumer 
$500 when the young state legis- 
lator from Brooklyn first ran for 
Congress — the first of several 
donations. Trump attended a 
fundraiser for Schumer thrown 
by hip-hop mogul Russell Sim- 
mons. And Trump entertained 
Schumer at parties and fundrais- 
ers in Trump Tower and at his 
Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida. 

Trump and Schumer were nev- 
er pals, but they got along fine, 
two power players who had never 
quite been accepted in the inner 
circle of their chosen fields, two 
sharp-elbowed guys who led with 
their mouths and won power in 
part by mastering the art of being 
in the news. 

Now, as Trump enters a pivotal 
passage in his new presidency, 
champing for a big win ahead of 
the 2018 congressional cam- 
paign, people in both parties 
thought the relationship be- 
tween Trump and Schumer, the 
Senate minority leader, might 
provide a path out of Washing- 
ton’s political paralysis. But on 
Tuesday, when Schumer and 

SCHUMER CONTINUED ON A8 


Spending negotiations tense 
President Trump and Democrats 
trade insults. A9 


The rose-colored presidency 
A confident Trump sees nothing but 
victories, behind and ahead. A4 


IN THE NEWS 
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A win for Trump A judge refused to prevent 
Mick Mulvaney from leading the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau for now. A14 


Pressure builds Party leaders urged Rep. 
John Conyers Jr. (D-Mich.) to resign over 
allegations of sexual harassment. A4 


THE NATION 

Shortly after the 
inauguration, Michael 
Flynn sought President 
Trump’s backing for a 
memo written by a for- 
mer business associate, 
administration officials 
said. A2 

Three former DEA 
officials asked lawmak- 
ers to restore the agen- 
cy’s power to freeze 
shipments of opioids. A2 
President Trump will 
travel to Utah to lay 
out his plans to shrink 
Bears Ears and Grand 
Staircase-Escalante 
national monuments. A3 
In the heart of coal 
country, the Environ- 


mental Protection 
Agency got an earful 
about the fate of the 
Clean Power Plan. A7 
Colleges are reporting 
a surge in requests for 
students to verify infor- 
mation on federal finan- 
cial aid applications. A9 
The Supreme Court 
will examine whether 
the digital era is redefin- 
ing the right to priva- 
cy. A16 


THE WORLD 

A German mayor was 
treated and released 
after being stabbed in 
what was called a politi- 
cal attack. A10 

Kenya’s president was 


sworn in for a second 
term in office amid 
violence between 
protesters and pro-gov- 
ernment forces. A10 

In aspeech in Burma 
addressing the ethnic 
strife there, Pope Fran- 
cis did not mention the 
Rohingya by name. A12 


THE ECONOMY 

The Trump administra- 
tion announced two in- 
vestigations into the 
pricing of aluminum 
products imported from 
China. A13 

The United States 
dominates global trade 
in digital services, but 
the Trump administra- 
tion’s NAFTA demands 
could hurt companies 
and stifle growth. A15 


THE REGION 

The Washington Arch- 
diocese is suing Metro 
after the transit agency 
rejected a charitable ad 
campaign featuring a 
biblical scene. B1 

Craft brewers in 
Maryland, with the state 
comptroller’s backing, 
seek to lift a law that 
limits their production 
and that they say could 
hamper a boom. B1 

The man shot by U.S. 
Park Police after a short 
chase into Fairfax Coun- 
ty died after 10 days on 
life support. B1 

A Maryland family 
dropped a lawsuit it had 
filed in objection to 
school measures to 
protect transgender 
students. B4 
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Ambition in flour 
Jonathan Bethony’s 
Seylou Bakery & Mill may 
be a game-changer. E1 
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A hand to hold 
For women having an 
abortion, doulas offer 
emotional support. C1 
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